Do fertile women remember the onset of stress incontinence? Recall bias 5 years after 1st delivery.
To evaluate fertile women's ability to recall the onset of stress incontinence. In a prospective cohort study 305 primiparae were interviewed after 1st delivery and again 5 years later using a tested questionnaire. In 83 women with stress incontinence 5 years after 1st delivery history of onset was compared with data from the initial questionnaire by grouping women with onset before 1st pregnancy, during 1st pregnancy, during 1st puerperium or after 1st puerperium. Five years after 1st delivery only 26% recalled the onset of stress incontinence precisely. The statistical agreement for each of the four groups of women with different recall of onset varied with a Kappa from 0.02 to 0.38. Five years after 1st delivery stress incontinent women seem to recall the onset of the symptom imprecisely.